Perceptions of Teachers about the Application of
‘Constructivism’ in Newly Developed Primary Education
Curriculum in Turkey

Nuray Senemoglu, PhD
professor of Curriculum & Instruction
Hacettepe University

ANKARA/TURKEY
profdrnuray@gmail.com



“The human being can either be merely trained,
mechanically instructed, or really enlightened.
One trains dogs and horses, and one can also
train human beings. Training, however, does little;
what matters above all is that children learn to
think. The aim should be the principles from which
all actions spring” (Kant, 1803, Werke, vol ix, p.
450).
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What is radical constructivism?

Unconventional approach to the problems of
knowledge and knowing

Approach to knowing or theory of knowing

A way of thinking about knowledge and the act of
knowing

What is its assumption?
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Knowledge, no matter how it be defined, is in
the heads of persons, and that thinking subject
has no alternative but to construct what s/he
knows on the basis of her/his own
experience

All kinds of experience are essentially
subjective. Therefore,

No way of knowing that it is the same
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(Glasersfeld,
1997, p.18):

— Knowledge is not passively received
but built up by the cognizing subject;

— The function of cognition is adaptive
and serves the organization of the
experiential world, not the discovery of
ontological reality

Nuraly Seriernodlu

(©)



— Turkish Primary Education Curricula
whether it is really based on principles of
constructivism and

— perceptions of teachers about
‘constructivist curriculum’, and
encountered any problems during its

iImplementations
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METHOD

— Scrutinizing curriculum in terms of
principles of constructivism (specialists)
— Administering open-ended

questionnaire (52 primary education
teacher)

— Conducting individual and focus group
interview (11 primary education teacher)
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responses were transcribed and

coded by using inductive coding
approach, and

meaningful themes were generated.

The findings were organized to the
aims of the research

Nuraly Senzrnoglu



FINDINGS
PRINCIPLES of CONSTRUCTIVISM SCRUTINIZED

excited, interesting, enjoyable, meaningful,
stimulating and productive for pupils?

J

flexible in order to take into account students
ideas?

viable for pupils’ experiential world, prior
experiences?
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Are subject matters meaningfully integrated?
Are themes constructed meaningfully?

Is content designed in accordance with students’
experiential world, especially their existing
schemata and living world?

Can students apply the concepts, principles and
relations of subject matters, themes, and units in
everyday-life, real-world problems?
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Are teaching-learning processes; activities, materials
designed to provide students with constructing
knowledge actively?

Are assessment and evaluation tools valid, reliable, and
applicable for measuring and evaluating students’
progress and achievement in terms of constructing and
generating knowledge meaningfully?
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Specifically, in the 1940’s “Teacher Education Institutes for Villages”
were established to prepare teachers to teach in the village schools.

» Children who had graduated from elementary schools in the villages were
Invited to attend these institutes.
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-Education in these institutes was based mainly on progressivism (learning by doing
and solving real-life problems),
-The curriculum was integrated
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Curriculum included general art, fine arts (music, theater, dance, art),
math smence PE, vocatlonal and professmnal educatlon courses.




-In math and science, the students planned the construction of some of their

buildings by learning about angles, area, volume, strength, etc.
* s :.-»:; — ~N
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-They planned and constructed some of their buildings, planted trees, and farmed.

-Math, physics, biology and chemistry problems came from construction, farming,
sewing, cooking, home economics--that is, problems came from real-life




They also communicated with and educated villagers by theatrical performances,

folk dances, concerts, sports, and home visits etc.
: N




, during the weekly assessment meeting with their
teachers and administrators, students in these schools reflected on
their positive and negative experiences, shared opinions, and made
recommendations for the development of their education.
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There is very LITTLE evidence about
integration of subject matters.

Themes are too big to understand
meaningfully, and most of the themes consist

of unrelated sub-contents
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learning outcomes,
content and

teaching-learning processes are not
related to students’ interest, and THEIR
EXPERIENTIAL WORLD, and

no flexibility
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Teaching-learning processes,
activities, and

materials were not designed to
provide students with constructing
knowledge actively and
meaningfully. FOR EXAMPLE:
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Lesson: Turkish
. Reading

Grade: 3"

Learning outcome: Define and
criticize emotional and
exaggerated elements in the
reading text

Skills: Critical thinking and
decision making

Materials: Hand-out

Direction: Define the
sentences which have
exaggerated elements which
one emotional

ADI: MUOMKUOMN MO?

DERS s Turkge

SIMIF '3

YAKLASIK SURE » 25 dakika

OSRENVE ALANI : Okuma

KL AN T » Okuduklannda duygusal ve abarnh ggeleri belirler ve
sorgular.

BECERILER . Elestirel diistinrme, karar verrme.

ARAC, GEREG, ORTAM: Calisma kagid

S
| sUREC |

Asadida wverilen ciimlelerden hangisi veya hangileri duygusal va da

abartih dgeler icermektedir? Belirlediginiz dgelerin altim ciziniz, ciimleye

duygusallik nu ya da abarn mn kattigim ciimlenin karsisinda verilen yay ayrac

icine yaziniz,

® Dedemin 200 vasinda ddudunu sowliyorlar, [.....abarti...... )

® Annesini gérunce adlamava baglad., (v h]

®* Macta arkadasim sakatlaninca ok dzuldum. L i

® Secen gun ayl kadar bir kdpek gérdam. (e )

® ozl amca gok Uzgun garunUyordu, (o )
® Gizel havalarda icimden hep sarkl sédemelk gelivor, (e )

® 10 vasindaki arkadasim 50 numara ayaklkab giyivor, o h]

* Turkge sinaw sonucunu adrenince sevinge haykird . [ )]

® Amcam bes ywiz kilogramblk bir vkl bir hamlede kaldird (oo )

* |alabahdin enune gkinca utanandan kulaklan kizard, Lo )

DESERLENDIRME

1. Ogrendlerinizden, benzer arnekler bulmalanm bulduklan arneklerdeki duygusal ve
abartll égeleri belirlemelerini isteyiniz,

2. Izledikleri reklam, film, cizgi film ve diger televizyon
programlarinda duygusal ve abartil 6gelerle karsilasip
karsilasmadiklari hakkinda konusunuz.

3. Eslestirmeledn dogrulugunu kontrd ediniz.




Lesson: Turkish

Grade: 3

Learning field: Reading

Learning outcome: s/he enhances
word treasure by using visual aids.
Skills: Using Turkish accurately and
effectively

Material: Hand-out

Direction: Write the names of animals
on the puzzle below given pictures.

ADI: RESIMLI BULMACA

DERS

SIMNIF

YAKLASIK SURE
OGRENME ALANI
K AZAMNI

BECERILER

L J

: Turkge

HC

0 15 dakika

: Okuma

: Gorsellerden yararlanarak stz varhigini

gelistirir.

1 Tiirkceyi dodru, etldli ve glizel kullanma

ARAC, GEREC, ORTAM: Calsma kadid

SUREC

| wonder if students can enhance
word treasure, and use Turkish
Effectively with this teaching-learning
process .

® Agadida resimleri verilen hayvanlarin adlarnm bulmacada uygun olan

verlere yaziniz.

DEGERLENDIRME

1. Kelimelerin yvazimin kontrol ediniz.

2. Bulmacada hangi ipuglanndan vararlandiklarim sorunuz.
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“Curricula are so confusing. Because most of

the concepts in the curricula didn't make any
sense.”

1]
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“These curricula were so directed and
prevented teachers’ creativity.”
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- School and class size, design, materials, and equipment were not sufficient and
consistent to implement activities and authentic evaluation.
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Administrators and teachers were not competent and enthusiastic to
implement constructivist principles in education because of lack of
knowledge about constructivism, teaching-learning facilities, and
administers’, teachers’ promotion system.
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One fifth (11/52) of teachers
administered open-ended
questionnaire found this curricula
were useful because it stimulated

students activity in the classroom.
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SUGGESTIONS:

First of all, policy makers in education must be
enlightened about the problems and the way of
solving problems.

Curriculum studies is not the field of which
everybody can work as consultant; so curriculum
makers must be competent in Curriculum Studies
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- Facilities of schools and classes must be improved

- Administrators and teachers must be educated in constructivism and its
implementation in education by specialists who really knew constructivism and
and its implementation in education.
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Iste Ogretmeye (Ogrenmeye rehberlik etme) Onem
Vermeyen Bir Sinif Daha!!!
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2. Grafik: Asagidaki grafikten yararlanarak ayl

ifiizdc Sevilen Renkler

Pembe Sari Yesil Kirmizi

yi géstermektedir.
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“Sayilar Ogrenme Alani” (ilkégretim 1. Sinif Matematik Programi)

E_—“ Asagida bos balalan yerleri

5. Miktar 10 1le 20 arasindaolan bir o1 : : : .
; Bines grup @S erilen nesnelerin 10 tanesinden bir aluk ohistwrulw. Kan o0 o o sikk gelen say

ik oriuk ve birliklerine aprardk | oty pilider gubu olarak adlandinlir. Byliklerin safda onluklann solda <
gdstertr, bu nesnelere karsilik gelen sayiyt o serilmesinin gerekdilig vargulanse yvazmz

rekamatia yazar ve ol Bulunan sayrun, szl okunugu ile rakarlara ifade ediligt arasndal digks worgulanr.
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Cocuk bu yolla deste bozmayi anlamli bir bicimde
ogrenebilir mi (yapilandirabilir mi)?



1. Demet ailesinin yaptigi son alisveris fisini
eleyiniz. Buna gére;

a. Cayla birlikte 1 kg da seker alinsayd
O YKr 8denecekti. 1 kg seker kac YKr'dir?
b. Domates ve dis macunu icin édenen toplam
ati tahmin ediniz. Tahmininizi islem yaparak
trol ediniz.

¢. Gecen haftaki alisveriste 38 YTL &denmisti
Iki haftalk harcamalarinin toplamini zihinden
hesaplayiniz.

¢. Marul ve patatese 6denen tutar, caya
Sdenenden ne kadar azdir?

d. Bu alisveriste 5 kglk sivi yag alinsayd
59 YTL ddenecekti:

47 59
, U0 veya _ [ — Yagicin édenen
59 47

84 32
,——

3.3. TAHMIN VE ZIHINDEN TOPLAMA

ALISTIRMALAR VE PROBLEMLER

OKAN GIDA
TARIH 14.01.2005
FiS NO: 007
SAAT 1145
CAY 1 PAKET 350 YKr
BALIK 2 KG 5 YTL
ZEYTIN 1 KG 7 YTL
PEYNR \ XG 6 YT
DOMATES 3 KG 175 YKr
MARUL 2 ADET 1 YIL
PATATES 4 KG 2Ly
DiS MACUNU 1 ADET 325 YKr
DETERJAN 5 KG 1 5:YifE
PECETE 4PAKET 3 YTL
| TOPLAM 47 YTL

TESEKKUR EDERIZ.

miktar ne kadardir?

Bu islemlerde izlenen yéntemleri ve aralarindaki iliskiyi acklayimz.

Matematik 3. Sinif
Ogrenci Calisma
Kitabl

Neyi tahmin edecek?

"Domates(175) ve dis
macunu(325) icin ddenen
toplam fivat tahmin
ediniz” diye soruyor.
Oysa sorusu ahmin
etmek degil, zihinden
toplama yapmaktir.



Hayat Bilgisi 1. Sinif
Ogrenci Calisma Kitab

%;@] Tablo'daki yiiz ifadelerini kesiniz, taklit ediniz.

Uygun yerlere yapistirniz.

:%:édjauosagfano
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Hayat Bilgisi 1. Sinif
Ogrenci Calisma Kitab

Bu resimlerde neyin dogru
neyin yanlig oldugunu siz
yetiskinler bulabildiniz mi?
Ben sahsen bulamadim

Afiyet Olsunl
. Dogru olam bulunuz, isaretleyiniz. ®




Hayat Bilgisi 1. Sinif Ders Kitab!

Acaba ¢ocugun catal tutan eli

bilegine zamk ile mi yapistiriimig
ne???

Siz yetiskinler cocuqun
kullandigi ara¢ gereglerin neler

oldugunu belirleyebildiniz
mi???

beslenmeliyiz.

kamaliyiz.

\J

olmak icin dengeli

Yemeklerden 8nce

‘| ve sonra ellerimizi

LA

e /Arkcdaglma beslenmek ir;ip
hangi arag ve gerecleri
kullaniyor? Kullanirken

temizlik kurallarina uyuyor

B:Na doson0dERine
(mu’ Ne distintiyorsun’ =)
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Sonug olarak, bu program ve kitaplarla tlkemizin
zaman, emek ve parasi bosa
harcanmaktadir...

DOSTLAR ALISVERISTE
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